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Pump System Unique To Lo-K-Tor Vacuum Excavators

by Jeff Griffin ®m Senjior Editor

he Lo-K-Tor is not among the best-

known names in the vacuum excavator
market, but its manufacturer, Economy
Drilling Solutions, Altus, OK, has plans to
change that.

Company president Chad Oshorn says
the Lo-K-Tor system is a simple. deper
ahle, productive product that offers several
advantages over machines of comparable
size at a very competitive price.

The machine excavates with high-pres-
sure water and is available on a dual-axle
trailer or on skids for truck mounting. 1t
is available from authorized dealers and di-
rect from the factory in areas where there
is no established distributor.

“Our vacuum pump is complelely diffe
ent from olher vacuum excavators,”
Oshorn. “We have elected to use a true
vacuum pump rather than a wind turbine.
This provides more vacuum and allows a
greater depth of suction of mud or waste
below ground level. Our pump is of the
same type and size that is used on the 4,000
gallon mud tanker trucks inthe oil fiel
is powered by a 20-horsepower engine.

Oshorn says the pressure pump is a roller
pump such as those used in car washes. It
develops approximately 3,500 psi when used
with a “turbo” Lip, which is included with
the unit. 1t is powered by a 13-horsepower
gines for both pumps have their
anks and slarting hatleries.

“Our positive-displacement pumping sys-
tem design will pmdule 30 inches of mer-
cury at 285 cfm,” Oshorn, “The fact
that we ac kind of production at
such a low efm shows cfm is not an accu-
rate method of camparison with our posi-
i splacement system.”

Long-distance
productivity
Oshorn says the
system prov
full productiv
ity at distances
Lo 300 feel, al-
lowing access Lo
confined  areas
impossible Lo
reachwithother
equipment mak-
ing the machine
well suited to
fiber-to-the-premises construction in de-
veloped neighborhoads. n addition, he says
the machine is able to penetrate to depths of
20 feet, depending on soil conditions.

For removal of material from the spoil
lank, the suction valve can be sel Lo vac-
uum or to apply pressure for high-speed
dumping.

The trailer model is equipped with an
800-gallon spoil tank and 325-gallon water
supply tank. With full water and spoil tanks,
the unit can be Lowed with a 3/4-ton pickup.
The trailer is equipped with night running
lights, salely strobe and breakaway kil. The
skidl unit is sized for a one-ton Lruck and
has a 300-gallon spoil tank and 125-gallon
water tank.

: Lo-K-Tor was developed
in 1996 to. support his horizontal divection-
illing (HDD) business.

Since that time, Osborn says the product
has been sold primarily to HDD contractors
and municipalities for potholing and clean-
up of drilling fluid on HDD job sites and
that its design is proven and well-accepted
by owners.

The Lo-K-Tor was exhibited at the 2007
UCT show in Houston early this year, and
Oshorn says the company is increasing
marketing efforts to promote the product
to the directional drilling and other mar-
kets. In addition to potholing and HDD site
clean up, he says that the machine is ide-
ally suiled for digging trenches and other
pes of excavations such as accessing ulili-
Lies for repairs, cleaning debris from storm
drains, eleaning irrigation canals and ditch-
es, emergency clean up of road spills and
storm debris, and all types of general clean
up of hoth wet and dry materials.

Summing up the benefits of the Lo-K-Tor,
Oshorn says the product’s design offers the
capahility of working at extended ranges,
runs very quietly, is well made and durable,
its design minimizes maintenance require-
ments, many replacement components can
be purchased at auto parts and farm supply
stores, and pricing is competitive.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Vacuum excavator: (580) 430-1322,
aconomydrillingsolutions.com
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most competitive models. (300 507

John Deere's new
DB84 and DBY6 Dozer Blade attach-
ments are designed to improve the
productivity of skid steers and com-
pact track loaders by transforming
them into a compact bulldozer. The
24-inch high DB84 and DBY come
in &4-inch and 96-inch widths, re-
spectively. A 30-degree hydraulic
angle and 10-degree hydrvaulic Lilt
feature let the operator make blade adjustments on the go for
increased versatility and maximum productivity. Each blade is
Quik-Tatch mounted and comes standard with a reversible cut-
ting edge and adjustable skid shoes for long-term durabi
all Worksite Pro atlachments, the dozer blades are oplimized to
work with John Deere equipment, hut they are compatible with
3, deere.com
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Key features include: engineered from materials
that sheer off cleanly
appropriate for various soil types and condi-
tions: can be lefl buried for up Lo 30 days: and
virtually eliminates probing.
keiberginc.com
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The LINE ALERT panel effecti
ance
derground utility. The LIN
highly visible green indicators when within 36-
24 inches, vellow when within 24-12 inches and
red when within
The patented L1
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